
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 27, 2022 

Sirach 27:4-7 
Psalm 92 
1 Corinthians 15:54-58 
Luke 6:39-45 

 

Jesus Ben Sirach, the author of today’s first reading, tells us: "One's faults appear 
when one speaks." What a warning! In his view, if we were smart, we'd speak a lot 
less. That perspective is often found in wisdom literature, both in the Jewish 
tradition and elsewhere. 

This line of reasoning fits in well with Jesus' questions: "Can a blind person guide 
a blind person? Will not both fall into a pit?" When we stay aware of our faults and 
weaknesses, we almost automatically become more circumspect about the things 
we talk about.  We see things we otherwise would miss. 

On paper it all looks like a good way to operate, but life is rarely so simple. How 
are we to apply this perennial wisdom? 

For a few weeks now we have been reading excerpts from what Scripture Scholars 
have labeled the Sermon on the Plain, Luke’s version of Matthew’s Sermon on the 
Mount.  Luke pulls together a collection of Jesus' sayings, sort of a mini Book of 
Wisdom, which take the proverbs of the Hebrew Scriptures to a next level.  They 
are more challenging, for one thing. 

In the first part of what we hear today, Jesus uses sight as his primary metaphor. 
He starts by talking about blind people, then conjures up an outrageous image that, 
uses hyperbole to make the point.  Jesus is talking about how ridiculous we can 
appear when we assume that we see rightly. 

This leads back to what Jesus taught in the Gospel of John: we need to admit our 
own areas of blindness. Implicit bias, a contemporary term that is akin to Jesus is 
talking about, is something we are all born with.  It belongs to the human 
condition, but it’s made worse by sin, ours and the sin of the world. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022722.cfm


Jesus' parable about blind people actually had little to do with physical eye 
problems. He makes two statements about sight to make clear what he wanted to 
say about what he was really talking about: teachers and disciples. 

The second part of this reading complements the first. Good teachers, like good 
trees, are recognizable not by their size or the noise they make, but by how the fruit 
of their teaching nourishes others and how their lives illustrate the message they 
preach.  

Teachers who approach their task in such a manner usually do not lack for people 
who want to hear what they have to say.  The wisdom with which they teach—
whatever the field of study—pours out in all directions, our to use Jesus’ imagery, 
is a grand true heavy with fruit. 

Jesus warned people about willful blindness and rotten fruit, Pope Francis 
identifies our modern problems as rooted in a global illusion of disconnection and 
self-sufficiency, thinking that we are all-powerful, while failing to realize that we 
are all in the same boat" (Fratelli Tutti, Paragraph 30). That leads only to 
meaninglessness.  

In place of that, Pope Francis goes on to say, “Unless we recover the shared 
passion to create a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of our time … 
the illusion that misled us, that we can make it on our own, will collapse and leave 
many in the grip of anguish and emptiness" (Paragraph 36). 

Jesus tells us to remove the beam that blocks our vision, Francis calls us to come 
together in dialogue to create a different world.  

Remembering Sirach's advice, today's readings suggest that we begin by speaking 
less and listening more. The very act of listening is an admission that we need to 
see through others' eyes as well as our own.  

We are all blind in some way; admitting it will lead us to a fuller awareness of the 
truth and foster a sense of solidarity from which we are more inclined to care with 
and for one another. In the long run, that will be enough. 
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